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1. AT PRIME MINISTER WILLIAMS' REQUEST (POS 1231), I REVIEWED 
AVIATION MATTERS WITH MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE ERROL 
MAHABIR LATE AFTERNOON MAY 24. HE REAFFIRMED THAT GOTT IS NOW 
ASSEMBLING DOCUMENTS TO PRESENT TO USG AS OUTLINED POS 1225. 

MAHABIR ALSO COMMENTED THAT GOTT IS VERY INTERESTED IN WHAT HE 
TERMED USG OFFER OF "ASSISTANCE" TO A CARIBBEAN REGIONAL AIRLINE, 

IF THIS WERE TO BE REQUESTED BY ALL INTERESTED PARTIES. THE 
MINISTER SAID HE HAD DISCUSSED TOPIC OF A REGIONAL AIRLINE EARLIER 
THAT DAY WITH CARICOM SECGEN WILLIAMS DEMAS, WHO OPINED THAT HE NOW 
THOUGHT JAMAICA AND GUYANA MIGHT GO ALONG WITH THE GOTT, BUT NOT 
BARBADOS. 

2. MAHABIR SAID THAT THE TOPIC OF A REGIONAL CARRIER WOULD BE 
DISCUSSED AT A FORTHCOMING CARICOM MEETING IN JAMAICA (POS 1202) 
DEVOTED TO "RATIONALIZATION OF REGIONAL AIR TRANSPORTATION." HE 
NOTED THAT TRINIDAD'S DELEGATION TO THIS MEETING WILL BE LED BY 
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DISCUSSION, AND WHO PRESUMABLY WILL DRAW UPON PRESENTATION MADE 
IN WASHINGTON (STATE 109786). MAHABIR ALSO IMPLIED THAT PM 
WILLIAMS WILL RAISE THIS SUBJECT IN NO UNCERTAIN TERMS DURING 
HIS ANNOUNCED MEETING IN PORT OF SPAIN WITH PM'S MANLEY AND 
BURNHAM ON JUNE 7. TRINIDADIAN CONCERN OVER BWIA-ESPECIALLY 
IN REGARD TO JAMAICA’S ROLE- WAS ALSO UNDERSCORED AT CHAMBER OF 
INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE ANNUAL BANQUET EVENING OF MAY 24, WHEN 
CHAMBER PRESIDENT (IN MAHABIR'S PRESENCE) URGED GOTT TO UNDERTAKE 
PUBLIC CAMPAIGN TO GAIN CARICOM SUPPORT FOR BWIA. 

3. RE PENDING EASTERN AND PANAM APPLICATIONS, MAHABIR SAID HE 
WOULD INSTRUCT THE AIR TRANSPORT LICENSING AUTHORITY (ATLA) 

AGAIN TO TAKE THEM UNDER CONSIDERATION AND RESOLVE ISSUE ON ITS 
MERITS. HE IMPLIED THAT HE RECOGNIZED THAT THESE TWO REQUESTS 
WERE JUSTIFIED UNDER EXISTING AVIATION ARRANGEMENTS, UT CAUTIONED 
THAT HIS ACTION WOULD NOT MEAN AUTOMATIC APPROVAL BY ATLA. THE 
MINISTER ACKNOWLEDGED THAT USG OFFICIALS HAD STRONGLY INSINUATED 
THAT GOTT SHOULD SHOW GOOD FAITH BY APPROVING THESE PENDING 
REQUESTS, BUT CLAIMED IT WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT TO JUSTIFY APPROVAL 
IF LATER ON THE GOTT DOESN'T HAVE SOMETHING TO SHOW FOR IT FROM 
USG. 

4. COMMENT: THE BALL IS NOW CLEARLY IN TRINIDAD'S COURT TO 
COME UP WITH SOME SORT OF REGIONAL AGREEMENT ABOUT WHAT THE 
CARIBBEANS THEMSELVES WANT TO SEE HAPPEN TO BWIA. I HOPE, HOWEVER, 
THAT "RATIONALIZATION" DOES NOT TURN OUT TO BE A PRETEXT TO DENY 
US CARRIERS FIFTH FREEDOM RIGHTS FOR POINTS SERVED BY BWIA. THE 
EMBASSY WILL REPORT FURTHER AS SOON AS THE ATLA CONSIDERS THE 
PANAM AND EASTERN APPLICATIONS. 
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